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ABSTRACT 

This paper considers 12 paintings which are a 
cross-section of the art work done by a kindergarten class of 
5-year-olds in an attempt to support the following assertions: that 
there is a qualitative correspondence between the level of maturity 
evidenced in the paintings and in their speaking about them; that the 
degree of development in both speech and painting is affected by the 
child's home environment; and that increasing sophistication in most 
children's paintings is paralleled by increasing sophistication in 
their use of language* Only partial evidence was found to support 
these assertions* Correspondence between levels of maturity in 
painting and in oral language was recognizable in 6 of the 12 
paintings* Significant indications that the child's home environment 
affected development in painting and speech were apparent in four 
examples* Increasing sophistication in painting corresponded to 
increasing sophistication in language usage in five instances out of 
a possible nine. Photographs of the paintings considered are included 
in the paper* (CL) 
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During twelve years as an art teacher in a Windsor elementary 
school, I observed that many children as they experienced satisfaction 
and a feeling of successful accomplishment in the art program appeared 
to gain added confidence in solving problems in other subjects. 

Comprehensive exploration into a possible relationship between competence 
in painting and competence in other work was precluded by the demands of 
maintaining viable and meaningful art activities for some four hundred 
children in addition to fulfilling the requirements of an academio program 
for a class of thirty-five to forty pupils. Occasionally it was possible 
to arrange individual noon hour painting sessions for children with severe 
emotional problems. These seemed to ease their tensions and help them 
work more effectively in the classroom. But the relationship between 
achievement in art and achievement in other aspects of the school program, 
particularly in what is now termed language arts, continued to be 
tantalizingly speculative. Hence an investigation regarding a possible 
correlation between pictures by children and their use of spoken English 
is of particular interest to me. 

A study of the paintings of kindergarten children and of the 
verbal explanations prof erred by them about their work indicated support 
of the following assertions: 

First, there is a qualitative correspondence between the level 
of maturity exhibited in kindergarten children* s paintings and their 
level of maturity in speaking about them. 

Second, the degree of development in both speech and painting 
is affected by the home environment of each child. 

Third, increasing sophistication in most children’s paintings 
is paralleled by increasing sophistication in their use of language. 

Chosen from several hundred pictures, the paintings considered 
in this paper are a cross-section of the Art work done by a kindergarten 
class of five year olds over a four week period early in 1972. Picture 
making throughout the school year is preceded by informal talks about the 
children’s interests and experiences, and by participation in subject related 



